
Consider the Maritime Angle

April 7, 2011

Hendrik van Hemmen

Vice President NMHA

Vice President Martin Ottaway van Hemmen & Dolan, Inc



In this presentation:

¸An unknown path to the middle class

¸The maritime industry, what is it?

¸What the maritime industry offers to 

todayôs students especially in the context of 

STEM

¸How students and teachers can take 

advantage of the maritime industry



A little bit of disclosure

Great grandfather: Cigar maker (Dutch Master)

Grandfather: Blacksmith and then Shipôs engineer

Father: Maritime Academy then to US 

Me: Aerospace and Ocean Engineer and still in 

Marine Industry

Laborer to middle class in one generation through 

the marine industry. 

And this is the norm for centuries and all across 

the world.



Letôs define Middle Class

¸Two chickens in every pot and a car in the 

garage?

¸Cradle to grave security?

¸$50,000 to $250,000 per year?

¸To achieve a level of independence where 

you can choose your lifeôs path, rather than 

be forced to pick between unattractive 

alternatives



In the maritime industry by 

choice
¸Dynamic Industry

¸Positive outlook

¸Self directed and self determined

¸International

¸Transferable skill set. My kids learn from 

me

¸Cooperative 

¸Maritime industry is Maritime trade



WHAT IS MARITIME?



Is History Conquest or Trade?

¸Conquest is a temporary condition

¸Conquest does not establish sustained wealth

¸Government does not establish wealth

¸Trade establishes sustained wealth

¸Yet education does not teach about trade. It 

teaches about conquests and governments

¸Where should educators direct their studentôs 

attentions? Glory or sustainability?



Letôs define ñTradeò

¸It is not Wall Street

¸It is not trading baseball cards

¸It is not the belief that total free trade will 

solve all problem

¸Trade is the flow of goods 

¸Maritime trade is flow of goods on steroids

¸The flow of goods has changed the world 

from subsistence societies to the modern 

world



Modern Worlds

¸The Phoenicians

¸The Vikings

¸The Hanseatic League

¸The Portuguese Era of Discovery

¸The Spanish Era of Discovery

¸The Dutch Golden Age

¸The British Empire

¸All maritime traders?



What did the Traders Do?

¸They used science and technology to make 

ships 

¸They made discoveries 

¸They generated wealth

¸The more they focused on trade the more 

they succeeded

¸The more they focused on trade the more 

their wealth was preserved



And

¸The maritime traders created a middle class

¸A middle class that was basically self-

sustaining

¸And non-maritime traders did not manage 

to create a strong middle class (China, 

Japan, Russia)

¸Why? How?



Itôs complicated, but ..

¸Maritime trading benefits rapidly from 

technology enhancement

¸Maritime trade operates on utmost good 

faith

¸Maritime trade requires deep and 

transferable skills

¸Maritime trade is incredibly efficient

¸High dollars per manhour allows high 

wages  



Quick Study Guides:

¸The effect of trade: ñThe Island at the 

Center of the World: The Epic Story of 

Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony 

That Shaped Americaò by Russell Shorto

¸The efficiency of maritime trade: ñThe 

Boxò, by Marc Levinson



TRADE IS THE WORLD 

TODAY AND 99% OF TRADE 

IS MARITIME



Yeah, but what about the US?

¸Take a close look at how this country came 

together

¸Farming, hunting, then what?

¸The revolution was about maritime trade

¸The war of 1812 was about maritime trade

¸And then the country became wealthy along 

the coasts due to maritime trade



And then

¸And then we had an industrial revolution. 

The Owners became wealthy, the rest went 

to sweatshops. Labor unrest

¸And then we had a civil war about 

agriculture. Agriculture cannot generate 

wealth the way industry and trade can, and 

the South did not think they could compete 

without slaves



And then

¸And then we used our industrial strength 

and maritime trading ability to dominate the 

world

¸And now, maybe we are losing our 

industries, but the maritime trade is still 

here

¸We have managed to keep it out of the 

curriculums, but the maritime industry is 

still here and still a path to the middle class



Which 20th Century US 

Presidents had Maritime 

Backgrounds?



20th Century Presidents
¸Teddy Roosevelt. Wrote: The War of 1812, 

AssôtSecretary of the Navy

¸Franklin Roosevelt. AssôtSecretary of the 

Navy

¸John Kennedy. Navy Officer

¸Richard Nixon. Navy Officer

¸Gerry Ford. Navy Officer

¸Jimmy Carter. Navy Officer

¸George Bush Sr. Navy Pilot

¸Bill Clinton. Taught Admiralty Law



Why are we not making the 

connection? 1

¸The US has zero maritime outlook

¸Poor kids used to sit on the docks, ready to 

get started. Today they donôt get to sit on 

the docks anymore

¸Poor kids are not aware of the opportunities 

in the maritime field

¸Poor kids see parents in failing farms and 

closing factories

¸Kids donôt know where to start to get into it



Why are we not making the 

connection? 2

¸Most maritime middle class parents send 

their kids out of the maritime field

¸Remember it is ñthe path to the middle 

classò, once you get in the middle class you 

have choices

¸Schools and employers are not opening the 

doors to the maritime industry to the 

appropriate kids



Maritime Jobs to the middle 

class?

¸Navy (430,000)

¸Coast Guard (41,000)

¸Thatôs it, right?

¸Middle class?



It is not even really the 

Maritime Industry

¸Cargo shipping

¸Cargo transfer

¸Cargo Storage

¸Ship design

¸Ship construction

¸Ship repair

¸Ship operations 



and

¸Navigation/ship crews

¸Weather analysis and forecasting

¸Ship brokerage

¸Shipping finance

¸Shipping insurance

¸Shipping economic analysis

¸Shipping environmental analysis

¸Ship regulatory compliance



and

¸Fisheries

¸Cruise trade/tourism

¸State marine enforcement

¸Marine firefighting

¸Marine environmental remediation

¸Offshore resources (oil)

¸Recreational boating industry

¸Maritime education



and

¸Support. Agency/supplies

¸Terminals

¸Cargo transfer

¸Electronics

¸And maybe marine biology and yacht 

design



and

¸Internationally, country to country

¸Coastal

¸Great Lakes

¸Rivers

¸And with global warming weôll have more!




















