
How does being afloat affect 
humanity?

Rik van Hemmen



Being afloat is different



²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŦƭƻŀǘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ



bƻǘ ŀƭƭ άŀŦƭƻŀǘέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ



This is not really afloat



This is not either, I am sorry to say



This could be it



But this is more like it



People 
on a voyage 
on a boat



The voyage

ÅHas a beginning and an end

ÅA beginning requires planning

ÅAn end allows review and evaluation

ÅA voyage is an adventure

ÅA voyage is an experiment

ÅA voyage is a test



The boat

ÅIs a total institution

ÅIs a compromise

ÅIs unforgiving



And then we have the people

A psychological experiment



We know about people being 
afloat

Stephen Crane (The lifeboat) 

Joseph Conrad (An almost endless list) 

Herman Melville (Moby Dick, but many more) 

Robert Louis Stevenson (Treasure Island, the Wreckers) 

Rudyard Kipling (Many of his stories, but Bread Upon the 

Waters is my favorite) 

Jack London (The Sea Wolf)

Ernest Hemingway (Old man and the Sea, but also 

Islands in the Stream) 

Guy Gilpatrick (Glencannon) 

Jan de Hartog  (Hollandôs Glory) 

Patrick OôBrien (The Aubrey Maturin novels) 



We know the people
ÅAhab

ÅLong John Silver

ÅCaptain Aubrey

But are these characters the whole truth?



Well, Yes and No
ÅThe authors wrote about the sea 

because they realized they could 
develop realistic conflict

ÅHowever, they did write about the 
extreme cases and often ignored 
the big truth



The Big Truth

ÅIs complex

ÅBut it is not defined by exceptional fictional 
characters

ÅLǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ άǎǳŦŦŜǊέ 
through these voyages and learn 



They learn to cope



They learn to plan



They learn to cooperate


